
HEALTHY FOOD ACCESS GRANT PROGRAM
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQ)

Who qualifies for the Healthy Food Access Grant?
Organizations must either be a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with IRS documentation
or an educational institution (i.e. college, university, etc.), in good standing with both the
State of Michigan and the Internal Revenue Service. Additionally, organizations must
have an annual operating budget under $20 million in order to be considered for
funding. Organizations are encouraged to review the Grant Information Sheet in full
before submitting their application, and should consider the following funding priorities:

● Organizations that serve communities in food insecure areas and/or target
populations that are food insecure.

● Organizations that have long-standing programming within Oakland County.
● Organizations that have seen an increased need for food-related programming

as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
● Organizations that provide food-based programming that is equity-focused.
● Organizations that provide comprehensive food accessibility services and can

demonstrate their long-term sustainability plan and ability to consistently serve
the Oakland County community within their grant application.

Additionally, the following compliance requirements must be met in order to be eligible
for funding:

● All funds received under this grant must be spent within the spending period of
November 2022 - May 2023. No extensions to the spending period are
anticipated.

● Organizations must provide food distribution-related services or have viable plans
to create or expand programming to increase access to food in Oakland County
in order to be eligible for funding.

● Grant award recipients are required to submit quarterly reports in accordance with
the grant timeline provided above.  

When can I apply for the Healthy Food Access Grant?
Applications for the Healthy Food Access Grant open on October 3,2022 and will be live
until  October 21, 2022 at midnight. Please complete your application in full prior to the
deadline.
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Can farmers markets and churches apply for this grant?
Farmers markets and churches may apply for the grant as long as they meet the
eligibility criteria and funding priorities listed on the Grant Information Sheet. Applicants
must demonstrate a plan of programmatic stability in order to be eligible for funding,
show continued community need and programmatic impact and are strongly
encouraged to review ALL grant application materials, including the grant application
questions and scoring rubric, before submitting their application for funding. All
applicants are encouraged to assess the type of grant they are applying for and ensure
that it fits your organization’s overall needs and budgeting plans.

Is there anything else that I should be aware of regarding how funding decisions
will be weighed for this grant?
Pontiac Community Foundation anticipates that this grant process will be competitive.
Applicants are encouraged to submit a complete application demonstrating how
applying organizations meet eligibility and funding criteria, as well as articulating a clear
plan for how the applying organization will use funding to sustain long term
programmatic and operational capacity.

Can I use funding from the grant to purchase equipment?
You may use funding from this grant to purchase equipment as long as a justifiable
need is demonstrated within your grant application. A preference will be provided for
organizations under the “operational grants” category to purchase equipment and/or
technology-related purchases due to the long-term food accessibility focus of these
organizations. Applicants are encouraged to read the grant application guidelines and
application questions in detail to make sure their application and justification for making
equipment and/or technology related purchases aligns with their long-term sustainability
plan before submitting their application.

Can I use funding from this grant to purchase equipment in May of 2023, when
the grant funding period ends?
Applicants may use funding to purchase equipment at the end of the funding period in
May 2023, so long as their purchases are being used in accordance with the responses
on their grant application and fit with long-term sustainability of food operations.
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My organization is a traditional food pantry. Do we qualify to apply for funding?
Your organization must be a 501(c)3 with an annual operating budget of under $20
million or an educational institution, must submit a complete grant application, and
consider funding priorities and compliance requirements in order to qualify for funding.
Traditional food pantries are welcome to apply for grant funding and encouraged to
consider how their organization plans to maintain their program sustainability past the
grant funding period in their application and address how the grant will assist with
long-term impact of food services.

Can organizations outside Oakland County apply, if they are serving Oakland
county residents?
Yes, organizations outside of Oakland County are eligible to apply as long as services
and/or programming provided through the grant are solely to Oakland County residents
and have a meaningful process for ensuring this.

I have additional questions. Who can I speak to?
Please contact Program Operations Manager Sarah Niskanen at
sarah@pontiaccommunityfoundation.org with any additional questions. Applicants are
strongly encouraged to reach out with questions 48 business hours PRIOR to the final
application deadline in order to ensure a timely response.

I’m having trouble navigating Google Forms. Can someone assist me?
Yes, please contact Sarah Niskanen at sarah@pontiaccommunityfoundation.org for
additional assistance. You may also email any applicable application documents to
sarah@pontiaccommunityfoundation.org if needed, including financial and 501(c)3
paperwork.
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